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Amendments on women to the resolution on Role and Tasks of the Fourth International 

"In the next period, given the centrality of our understanding of women’s oppression and the
strategic nature of the fight against it and the struggle to build the autonomous women’s
movement in an anti-capitalist perspective, we must find the necessary resources to ensure
that this question is developed as a central element of the anti-capitalist perspective we
propose"

The amendments are indicated in bold.

Part 1
...The social and economic attacks and neoliberal counter reforms against the popular classes are going to in crease.
There will be more wars and conflicts. Religious fundamentalism will be increasingly used as the ideological
underpinning both for attacks on the popular classes, targeting notably women’s control of their own
bodies, and wars and conflicts between nations and ethnic groups. Ecological catastrophes will hit millions of
people, notably in the poorest regions disproportionately worsening the situation of women as those
responsible for sustaining families.

A new historical period is on the horizon ....

Part 2
(1st para)

...The Belem WSF shows, nevertheless, the need and possibility for international convergences, but in a framework
where struggles are more fragmented and dispersed. In Europe the success of the mobilisations against the G20
and NATO give an indication of a renewal of the global justice movement. The Istanbul ESF could be another
important occasion.

The World March of Women proposes a new occasion of common initiative in 2010 which could become a
step in rebuilding and strengthening this international feminist movement.

(last para)

... and a greater convergence of social fightback movement existing in different fields : anti-war and anti-nuclear,
against the debt and for food sovereignty, in defence of social and ecological rights, in defence of women’s
rights notably to control their own bodies, as well as the women’s movements playing a significant role in
other social fightback movements, ...
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Part 3
All the forces politically or institutionally linked to social-liberalism or to the centre left – including the women’s
movement, notably in the institutionalised forms of NGOs, women’s aid associations, etc - are, to varying
degrees, being dragged into these qualitative changes in the workers’ movement and are incapable of formulating a
plan for getting out of the crisis.

Part 5
Revolutionary Marxist militants, nuclei, currents and organsiations must pose the problem of the construction of
anti-capitalist, revolutionary political formations, with the perspective of establishing a new independent political
representation of the working class that takes into account the diversity of the working class – in gender, race,
residence status, age, sexual orientation - in defending a resolutely programme class-based programme.

our goal must be to to seek to build broad anti-capitalist political forces, independent of socal democracy and the
centre left, formations which reject any policy of support to the class collaboratonist governments, today government
with social democracy and the centre left, forces which understand that winning victories on women’s rights,
like in the abortion referendum in Portugal, strengthen the radical anti-capitalist forces.

Part 7
(end of 1st para)

... opposition to any participation in governments (in the advanced capitalist countries) that merely manage the
State and the capitalist economy having abandoned all internationalism or fight for an end to inequality and
discrimination on gender, racial, ethnic, religious or sexual orientation grounds.

Part 10
As a result, in order to strengthen ourselves and play this role all the bodies of the FI must be reinforced : regular
Bureau meetings, International Committees, specific working commissions, travel, exchanges between the
sections. It is necessary to reinforce the activity that the International has deployed over the last few years in 
regularising and strengthening EPBs meetings and the efforts of coordination between the Latin American
sections. The meetings of the International Committeee (IC) which are held every year representing about 30
organisations must ensure the organisational continuity of our international current.

Lack of resources as well as the decline in the presence of women, notably in our leading bodies, in the last
period (result of the decline in activity of a strong autonomous women’s movement which has had an impact
on our national organisations and thus the International), have meant that we have not sustained an active
women’s commission and a corresponding network of regional meetings and international schools. Three
women’s seminars have been held since 2000 as well as meetings of the women comrades present at each
IC. These have maintained a limited and fragile but neverthless real feminist internationalist perspective. In

Copyright © International Viewpoint - online socialist magazine Page 3/4

https://www.internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article1717


Amendments on women to the resolution on Role and Tasks of the Fourth International 

the next period, given the centrality of our understanding of women’s oppression and the strategic nature of
the fight against it and the struggle to build the autonomous women’s movement in an anti-capitalist
perspective, we must find the necessary resources to ensure that this question is developed as a central
element of the anti-capitalist perspective we propose. In this framework we must at the same time strengthen
our internal commission and be on the offensive in proposing discussions to our partners, including
participation in seminars and schools in our Institute. This process must also find a reflection at national
level.

At the same time we must ensure that the women in our organisations – and in the new parties we are
building – find their full place and that the simple adoption of parity or quotas for leadership bodies or
electoral lists is not considered a sufficient answer to the obstacles to women’s full participation in the
political process. The range of measures constituting a positive action plan were presented in the 1991
World Congress resolution on positive action.

The educational institute has taken on a fresh impetus. We now have to ensure that the schools and seminars are
held and ensure the equilibrium of its management and its organisation. The FI must also open up its meeting and its
Institute. The Institute occupies a central place, not only to educate the cadres of the section but also to contribute to
the exchanges between currents and to various international experiences. The seminar on climate change open to a
series of international experts is a good example. Like other meetings it indicates the necessity and the possibility
that we are a crucible for programmatic elaboration of essential questions that anti-capitalist and revolutionary
currents are tackling. Our schools have always been an occasion for inviting participation from organisations
with which we are building relations. This role must be strengthened and broadened in the coming period.

To sum up, in the coming period, and on an orientation aimed at building a new international force or a new
International, the FI as an internal framework, represents an essential asset for revolutionary Marxists.

Submitted following the international women’s seminar by Hall (Appeals Commission, Britain) and Philomena (IC,
France)
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