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Baba Jan still not free!

Last year, human rights activist Baba Jan Hunzai spoke out as an advocate for the former
residents of Hunza Valley, whose homes were swept away by the lake formed after a 2010
land slide blocked the flow of the Hunza River.
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Named the Attabad Lake, it displaced over 1,000 people Who is Baba Jan who lost their homes, livelihoods and
access to the world. When these displacements did not get the government's attention, and Pakistani authorities
declined an offer of help from China, the hungry and homeless took to the streets to demand reimbursement.

Eventually, the government compensated the aggrieved families. But 25 of them were reportedly overlooked and
denied funds. Baba Jan, who is known in the G-B community for his determination to protect human rights,
encouraged the local people to demand action, and was eventually thrown in jail accused of being a "terrorist."

Baba Jan and two other youth activists, Amir Khan (37), and Iftekhar Hussain (34), have been in jail since August
2011. Their arrests a year ago this month were made based on Anti Terrorism Charges brought against them for
leading a mass movement across the country against the inaction of the government during the Attabad incident.

Read the rest of this interview here.

Regular updates on the Baba Jan campaign are published on the ESSF site.

Copyright © International Viewpoint - online socialist magazine Page 2/2

https://internationalviewpoint.org/IMG/jpg/baba-jan1-2.jpg
http://dawn.com/2012/07/29/who-is-baba-jan/
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/08/28/imprisoned_an_activist_speaks
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?page=mot&id_mot=7650
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article2740

