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No to Putin's police operation against the Belarusian people!

This statement was issued by the Russian Socialist Movement on 28 August 2020.

On 27 August in a TV interview, Vladimir Putin said he is ready to send Russian police units to Belarus in case of a
direct threat to legitimate authorities in this country. In his interview Putin also made it clear that he considers
Lukashenko to be a legal president, and that the actions of the Belarusian riot police after the August 9 elections
were " moderate". Calling Lukashenko to the dialog with the society, he definitely accepted the version of the dialog
that Lukashenko himself insists on: the beginning of the process of some changes in the Belarusian Constitution after
the unconditional recognition of the election results - which strongly recalls those "changes" that the Russian society
got as a result of a farce of voting on the constitutional amendments in July.

Putin's statements clearly demonstrate the tacit agreement reached between authoritarian regimes: Russia helps
Lukashenko to retain power in exchange for strengthening its political influence in Belarus. For his part, in recent
days Lukashenko has voiced a version of events that fully corresponds to the Kremlin's picture of the world -
protesters are financed and backed by the West, and their actions take place under the well-established scenario of
"color revolutions".  This is how mass demonstrations and workers' strikes in Belarus are trying to pack into the usual
framework of the geopolitical battle between Russia and the West (despite the fact that opposition leader Svetlana
Tikhanovskaya keeps repeating that the protests in Belarus are "neither European nor anti-Russian"). In this
situation, Putin's police operation to suppress protests in a neighboring country could easily become a reality.

We believe that such an operation will not only be a shameful fact of imperialist intervention, but will also increased
repressions against any political opposition within Russia itself.

28 August 2020

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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