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Ukrainian Feminists under Western Eyes

“I define solidarity in terms of mutuality, accountability, and the recognition of common
interests as the basis for relationships among diverse communities. Rather than assuming an
enforced commonality of oppression, the practice of solidarity foregrounds communities of
people who have chosen to work and fight together. Diversity and difference are central
values here—to be acknowledged and respected, not erased in the building of alliances. Jodi
Dean (1996) develops a notion of ‘reflective solidarity’ that I find particularly useful. She
argues that reflective solidarity is crafted by an interaction involving three persons: ‘I ask
you to stand by me over and against a third.’ This involves thematizing the third voice ‘to
reconstruct solidarity as an inclusive ideal,’ rather than as an ‘us vs. them’ notion. Dean’s
notion of a communicative, in-process understanding of the ‘we’ is useful, given that
solidarity is always an achievement, the result of active struggle to construct the universal on
the basis of particulars/differences. It is the praxis-oriented, active political struggle
embodied in this notion of solidarity that is important to my thinking—and the reason I
prefer to focus attention on solidarity rather than on the concept of ‘sisterhood.’” [1]

— Chandra Tapade Mohanty

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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