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Why the Democrats have won one battle against Trump but can’t win the war

While Biden looks like he will pull out a squeaker of a win, the main goals of his campaign
failed miserably. Biden unsuccessfully attempted to demonstrate that Trump(ism) was an
aberration due to insufficient numbers of voters in 2016 and that this division, upon which
Trumpism relies, did not represent America. The political division that has characterised the
US remains, and even more so, the vote reflected this loss; the far right remains intact and
normalised. Biden ran on empathy and unity; alas this did not resonate sufficiently with the
American voter. In a situation where he needed to win white working class voters back to the
Democratic Party banner and to convince Americans that it was in their interests to come
together, we see a failure. Moreover, what we can see from the voting is that the far right has
consolidated their position rather than dissipating; we can see this clearly from the popular
vote where Trump currently has around 70M votes.

Having argued that defeating Trump was a primary objective and hence voting Biden/Harris to defeat Trump had to
be done (while calling for uniting the movements ready to move against Biden), the closeness of the Presidential race
demonstrates that this position was warranted. In order to understand the US and its electorate, it is essential to
understand the importance of anti-Black racism in the US. [1] Understanding this election and what has happened
means that we need to understand the nature of the Democratic Party strategy, the memes chosen by Trump which
actually stuck, and the nature of voters in the US.

Understanding what is happening in the USelection
Contrary to the expectations of the Democratic Party, there has been no “blue wave” to win the Senate and smash
Trumpism. So while Trump has been beaten and the Democrats look like they have won the Presidency, it is clear
that the US remains very politically divided and the far right has been normalised along with racism, misogyny,
homophobia and transphobia.

At the moment, the Democrats have not captured the Senate; at the moment, the Dems have 46 seats and two
independents caucusing with them (Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Angus King of Maine). For the Republicans, they
are currently at 48 seats with the Republicans certain to win Alaska. The three remaining seats that need to be called
are the one in North Carolina  which looks like a loss for the Dems and the two senate races in Georgia. In Georgia,
state election law requires that the victor must win 50% of the vote: there is no question that the Senate Special
Election seat will require a run-off and it now looks as though the second open Senate seat between Purdue (Rep)
and Ossoff (D) will be a run-off as well. So at this time, it looks as though the Senate remains in Republican hands.
Essentially, the balance of the Senate depends on Georgia. Given the close nature of the vote in Georgia, this
provides a ray of hope that the Senate could be taken by the Dems – this is needed because Biden’s “New Deal” and
his environmental policies and his reform of the ACA require Senate backing.

Understanding the electorate of Georgia is important. There has been a tremendous campaign led by Stacey Abrams
to work get Black Americans to vote  – especially in the city of Atlanta and its suburbs– following a grotesque level of
voter suppression and irregularities in the 2018 Gubernatorial Election. However, outside of cities, the strength of the
far right especially white supremacists and Neo-Confederates is very strong; Marjorie Taylor Greene a follower of
right-wing conspiracy group QAnon has won a seat in the US House of Representatives from Georgia’s 14th
Congressional District. [2]
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Why the Democrats have won one battle against Trump but can’t win the war

In terms of the Presidency itself, Biden’s win in Wisconsin and Michigan were necessary to defeat Trump, but
insufficient to win him the Presidency. If Biden holds in Nevada and the Dems pick up Arizona, that will give him 270
electoral votes and he doesn’t need Pennsylvania to win. If he doesn’t hold in those states (and continued vote
counting is narrowing his victory in Arizona), everything will depend on Pennsylvania where Biden now has the lead
as mail-in ballots are counted (and this is expected to continue given that Dems used mail-in ballots in far greater
proportions there). Trump has filed a lawsuit to stop the counting of votes on the basis of “voting irregularities” and
has tried to get the vote counting in Philadelphia to be stopped. The close vote in Georgia is important and depends
in large instance on voters in Atlanta and its suburbs; this is a serious positive even if Biden loses the vote in Georgia
this time, it represents a major positive shift in this election as does the vote in Arizona (due in large part to
demographic changes and the large Latinx and Native American vote in the state). However, it is possible that
Arizona may be a one-off victory due to Trump’s vicious comments about their former Senator, John McCain.

There is, of course, the impact of the pandemic and the lockdowns in the US; the use of mail-in ballots has certainly
allowed for a large voter turnout and it seems as though mail-in ballots favoured Biden while votes on the day
favoured Trump. The lockdowns impacted voting, especially in states where there is a large tourism industry like
Nevada where Biden is holding onto a razor thin lead – Clark County (Las Vegas and its environs) is still being
counted and traditionally they are strongly Democratic Party voters, this may cut into Biden votes. [3]

Even if Trump loses, this is not the end of the far right in the US. The current divisions in the country remain intact as
does the power of the far right. This was why Biden had to win the popular vote and the electoral vote significantly in
order to make the claim that America had rejected Trumpism, the far right, and the politics of division.  Dick Gregory
on CNN interestingly claimed that so many voted in the elections due to fear of both the far right and the far left.

Narrow win
There are essentially three things that have led to this result of a narrow win for the Democratic Party rather than a
grand blue wave. The Democrats seem to have gotten part of the “blue wall” back, winning Wisconsin and Michigan,
but failed to win Ohio (a state with large amounts of voter suppression and under control of right-wing Republicans).
The fantasies of winning Texas and Georgia receded in the face of reality; the only traditional Republican state that
they have flipped may be Arizona.

We need to understand the level of voter suppression which has played an historical role preventing Black Americans
from voting through “Jim Crow Laws”, but also the role of gerrymandering of boundaries (most important for House of
Representative delegations and state assemblies). Then there are laws preventing felons and the incarcerated from
voting, and a whole host of other laws put in place by Republicans that disadvantage people of colour and the poor
(e.g., ID requirements).

The second problem in the US is racism; the centrepiece of a divide and rule strategy by the ruling class and
American politicians historically.  Trump built on this racism and utilised its images, particularly those of the
Confederacy to mobilise his base. His reaction to the rebirth of the Black Lives Matter movement in the wake of  the
murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and other murdered Black Americans was to attempt to stir up a white
backlash against Blacks and other people of colour, using rhetoric against so-called ‘identity politics. He continuously
used the line that  BLM is being used by Anarchist, Marxists and antifa  together with more general red baiting: “they”
are “indoctrinating your children” and “coming to a suburb near you”. This is not only racism on his part removing
Black control over what is clearly an autonomous Black movement –  it is also an attempt to use red-scare politics
and link the anti-racism struggles with the hard left.
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Why the Democrats have won one battle against Trump but can’t win the war

While Trump comparing himself to Lincoln is more than absurd, he has been using the 1994 Crime Bill (aka the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act) which has led to criminalisation of poverty and the mass
incarceration of black men. Biden drafted the Bill for the Senate and while he has recently apologised for the bill and
promised reform many Black correctly are suspicious of him. So while Trump concurrently criticises Biden for this bill,
he keeps up the racist themes that have been at the centre of his divide and rule strategy. This has had an impact on
the vote. While black women came out strongly for Biden (Black women are the backbone of the Democratic Party),
there are reports that some black men shifted towards Trump — it doesn’t have to be many in such a close election.

Trump’s use of red-baiting (“Biden is a socialist or under control of socialists”) cost Biden in Miami Dade county in
Florida (due to large numbers of Cuban and Venezuelan expats in the state) — it may have worked elsewhere (and
that wouldn’t surprise me) but that is clear in Florida—so that is the direct impact of red-baiting. Part of red-baiting in
the US is linked to anti-Black racism itself; note that Trump constantly describes the BLM movement as “under the
control of Marxists, Anarchists and Antifa.” This is not only racism on his part removing Black control over what is
clearly an autonomous Black movement –  it is also an attempt to use red-scare politics and link the anti-racism
struggles with the hard left.

Democratic Party Strategy
The Democrat strategy for this election was apparent at the Democratic Party convention and hinged upon the
creation of an alliance between centre-right Democrats and anti-Trump Republicans on the right. Watching
Republican after Republican speaking at the Democratic convention one wondered if you were watching the
Democratic Party convention at all. The Democratic Party left was represented only by one speech by Bernie
Sanders and a 30 second introduction by Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. Instead of all wings being represented, the left
within the Party was marginalised, along with more progressive Latinx political leaders like Julián Castro.

Biden’s strategy relied on the notions of unity and empathy  when the country is sharply politically divided. The core
of Trump’s base is not wealthy Republicans but rather the white working class, especially men, who don’t give a
damn what wealthy Republicans supporting Biden think . What Biden needed was to shift this; rebuild Democratic
support in the rust belt. In this he was only partially successful, the Democrats won back Michigan and Wisconsin,
but failed in Ohio. While Biden won in Michigan and Wisconsin, the victories were very narrow. To argue that you
have defeated Trumpism and united the country from the dangers of the far right, he needed to win and win big.

Meanwhile, Biden marginalised the left of the party, American progressives and young people –the same error that
the Democrats keep making. The Democrats think that the left and progressives will vote for them as they have no
one else to vote for; but they may not vote for them and they may stay home. The Biden and Democrats political line
does not bring young people into the process and that means they are neglecting the future of their party. Younger
people in the US tend to be more progressive and left; what are they being offered and why should they join the
Democratic party? Deliberately marginalising the left from Biden’s so-called grand coalition is a mistake by the
Democrats and for their aim of getting people inside the mainstream electoral and political process; in a period when
the left is stronger they give no encouragement for young people to view the electoral process as a way of changing
things.

All the Democrats offered in response to Black Lives Matter movement were reforms that should have happened
decades ago.  Biden apologising for supporting the 1994 Crime Bill just doesn’t do it. In terms of the environmental
catastrophe, Biden really does not want to alienate the fossil fuel industry too much. He calls for net carbon zero by
2050 and for a gradual shift to sustainable energy production and away from fossil fuels. But, he also states that he
will not eliminate fracking for political reasons, due to the “right” of individuals to allow fracking on their land and
generate income for a cash-strapped working class. The importance of the fossil fuel industry in many states and for
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jobs means that he has to stress the gradual turnover; many workers clearly do not believe that a just transition will
happen under Biden. Adapting to the individualism of the American population means that they are severely
constrained in addressing the climate crisis. There is also a geo-political dimension here that US strength
economically and internationally depends on fossil fuels and fracking. Add to this, the bizarre belief held by many
Americans who think that Trump is better on economic policy than Biden.

Biden’s health care policy is also not sufficient. Rather than call for single payer, he wants to amend the Affordable
Care Act (ACA – “Obamacare”) by adding a “public” option. Irrespective of the fact that many Americans remain
uninsured, he refuses to go with single payer despite its popularity. Meanwhile the Republicans have been trying to
eliminate the ACA using the courts and accuse Biden him of supporting socialised health care – which they claim is a
gateway towards socialism. Biden’s actual timidity does nothing to mobilise progressives and even worse, some
trade unions members believe that if either single payer (or even a public option) becomes the law (or available) they
will lose their excellent health care coverage.  Many of the Republican criticisms of both the ACA and Biden’s
healthcare policy are a more indirect use of red-baiting by Trump and the Republicans.

Real danger
But the real danger in the US comes from the normalisation of the far right, racism, misogyny, homophobia and
transphobia which is clearly evident in the US electorate. There has always been a component of these beliefs in the
American electorate; the real extreme versions of these beliefs have often been kept to the margins (except of course
women’s reproductive rights) … now these extreme versions of this hate have been normalised. Trump’s supporters
(especially the far right) will probably come out in force to support his claims that the vote was stolen from him (he
has prepared the way for months); there are protests in the US led by both sides and there already have been arrests
and accusations of police violence. [4] In Oregon, the National Guard has been activated to deal with protests.
National demonstrations to demand that the votes are counted are scheduled for Saturday. The militarisation of the
police force and Federal forces of ICE, Border Control and other Federal agencies and their use against American
citizens is extremely dangerous. Buildings have been boarded up in anticipation of problems in many major cities and
Trump’s fanning the flames alleging that the election has been stolen due to voter fraud will make an already ugly
situation dangerous.

The win by Biden is a partial victory but it is insufficient; Trump and Trumpism needed to be crushed and the
normalisation of the far right, racism, misogyny, homophobia and transphobia prevented. Biden needed to
demonstrate that Americans can unite across class, ethnicities and religious beliefs behind his project, that the US is
a country of kind, empathetic and open-minded people. Biden needed the appearance of unity, if not the reality.
Biden will win the Presidency, but the division and hate remain … it is a serious mess! And that is a significant
understatement. Trumpism is not an aberration, it is part of the politics of the US and it will remain so until we defeat
it. The Democrats strategy completely failed to do this and Trumpism must be crushed or the whole world remains in
deep shite.

6 November 2020
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